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And we do berely require you our ſaid Commiſſioner 
' - reſteftively, from Time to Time, to give an account 
_ Lorp LIEUTENANT OR 'OTHER CHIEP | 
z GoveRNoss for the Time Being, of 


92 our A 4 i gs, in Purſuance of this 
— Commiſſion, of as it Mall be demanded * 


90. 


Patent of the Commiſſioners of the Revenue, 


. * 'D UBL IN: 
Treinted in the Tear, MDCCLVII. 


* 
* 
. 
* 
- 
* 
— 
2 
F # - — * ma * * 
. * 
. 4 : 
7 4 - 
* 
o 
. 1 
} of 
* el. — „ * * 


* 
BY 
* gms - 
* 4. 
- 
x 
1 
LY 
3 
3 
[fs 
„ ” 
# 
I 
1 n L 
3 1 
Yy 
Py 
©”. * 
- 
. * o n 
* 0 
- 
= 
„ 
* 
- 
* 
, * 
N * 
- 
* 
* 
* 
1 
„ 


To the R E A D E R. 


T HE following Letters were Publiſhed in 1733 
1 and being upon a very intereſting Subject, 
were well received. It is thought fit to Republiſh 
them, at this Seaſon, upon ſundry Accounts; but 
particularly, and principally, to remind People of the 
exuberant Power of the Managers of the Revenue; and 
the abſolute Neceſſity there is for all forts of People, 
to keep a watchful Eye over them. 1 
Enough hath been delivered upon that Subject in 
the following Letters, to alarm the Readers, if they 
be not Sen/zleſs ; and I am ſure no Man can ſay, there 
is leſs Reaſon, from any thing that hath happened 
fince 1755, to dread their Power, than before. 
Certainly there is more Reaſon to fear miſchievous 
Effects, either of their too much or too little Power, 
(which it is the Reader muſt judge for himſelf) from 
this indubitable Fat—At the Period, ending Lady-day 
1753, the Salaries of Revenue Officers appointable 
by Commiſſioners of the Revenue, including thoſe of 
Hearth-money Officers (which have been of late in- 
troduced into the Public Accounts) for two Years pre- 
ceding, were 106768 JL 15.9d. and incidental. 
Charges, allowable by them, at will, were 27364 J. 
13s. 2 d. amounting in all to 134132 J. 14 s. 11d.— 
But for two Tears ending Lady day 1757, the Sala- 
Ties were 111151 J. 7 5s. 1 d. and Incidents 32122 J. 
65. 1 d. amounting ” 143283 J. 13 5.2d. So that 
2 | 
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the Salaries and Incidents of 1757, were more than 
thoſe of 1753, by the Sum of gr50 J. 18 5. 3 d. Yet 
the Revenue fell, without conſidering the appropria- 
ted Revenue, in the laſt two Years, 216393 J. 10 d. 
near a ſixth of the whole Revenue; though in its 
worſt Condition, in the laſt War, againſt the united 
Force of France and Spain, i it did not fall more than a 
thirteenth. This, it is pretended, is owing to a Decay 
of Luxury. But, whether that be the Cauſe, is ſubmit- 
ted to be Senſes of the good People of Dublin—Belide, 
unfortunately for theſe minute Advocates, it happens, 
the Revenue hath alſo ſuffered in the inland, as the - 
imported Exciſe and Cuſtoms. 

That there are univerſal Complaints, of groſs Miſ- 
management of the Revenue, (Notwithſtanding the 
lying Puffs ſcattered through the Streets at this Time) 
every Man knows, who hath Ears to hear: That 
Smuggling is become bold, notorious, ſcandalous, and 
infamous; and that the inferior Officers lie under the 
Imputation of being corrupt or negligent, more eſpe- 
cially in the South and South Weſt Parts of the King- 
dom, is as well known, as that there are Perſons 
bearing the Characters of Revenue Officers. Whence 
all this ſprings, 1 will not take upon me to ſay. But 
ſure I am, courteous Reader, if the following Queries 
were properly anſwered, all the Cauſes of the preſent 
Malady, would be traced and diſcloſed ; and then, 
and not till then, an adequate Remedy right be pro- 
vided. | 

Query 1. What mew Officers have been put upon 
the Revenue Eſtabliſhment with their Salaries ; and 
what additional Salaries for /d Officers? £0 
Q. What Gratuities have been, under the Head 
of Incidents, given to Officers of the Revenue and 
for what Services ? 

Q. 3. Whether any, and what Sums have "been 
paid into the Hands of any, and what Officers, in 
the e Houſe of Dublin, by order of the Com- 

| miſſioners, 
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miſſioners, to be accounted for, and how ſuch Sumg 
have been accounted for ? 2 

Q. 4. What Seizures have been reſtored to the 
Claimants, ' without Trial, what Fines or Penalties 
mitigated or compounded, by order of the Commiſ- 
ſioners, and by whoſe and what Application? 

' Q. 5. What Sums have been paid, by order of 
the Commiſhoners, to pore the Expences of Offi- 
cers or Informers, in proſecuting Seizures, which 
have not been condemned ? e 

Q 6. If any and what Reſignations have been 
made by Officers in Favour of their Succeſſors, by 
conſent of the Commiſhoners, and for what Conſide- 

ration? 

Q. 7. What Applications have been made by Mer- 

chants or others, by Memorials, Petitions, or Letters, 
to the Commiſſioners for Redreſs of Grievances, and 
what hath been done thereupon ? 

Q. 8. What Buſineſs, that by Law required the 
Preſence of three Commiſſioners at leaſt, hath been 
done, by a ſmaller. Number;?!öW © 

Q. 9. What Holy-days have been uſually obſerv- 
ed in the Cuſtom-Houſe, Dublin? what, laſt Year ? 

Q. 10. Whether, if a Holy-day fall on Sunday, 
Monday be not kept Idle: but if Monday happen to 
be an Holy-day, Sunday's Holy-day be not tranſ- 
8 by the Power of the Commiſſioners, to Tueſ- 

ay? | 

Q. 11. What' is the Charity-fund, and where it 
hath been, and is diſpoſed of? 

Q. 12. What Fees and Perquiſites are claimed by 
Officers of the Revenue, over and above thoſe allow- 
ed by Act of Parliament? : 

Q. 13. Whether any extraordinary Fees, Perqui- 
ſites or Gratuities are taken by Officers, for doing 
Buſineſs, upon the Cuſtom- houſe Quay in Dublin on 
thoſe Days, that are made idle Days, merely by the 
Power of the Commiſſioners of the Revenue? * 

ou 


vi To the R E A D E R. 
Vou will ſa 3 what ſhall I profit y theſe Queries 5 

or where ſhall I get Information to ſatisfy me in any 
of them? you have raiſed Suſpicions, in my Mind; 
and, pray, how ſhall I change them into Certainties 
of Innocence or Guilt ?— Why, I ſay unto thee, if 

thou be an honeſt Reader, who loveſt Truth and thy 
Country; and hateſt Iniquity and breach of Truſt ;. 
and willeſt to ſecure the Liberty and Conſtitutional In- 
dependency, of thyſelf and thy Neighbours, and 
baſt the Means e for the Work, thou wilt 

Look OUT AND THOROUGHLY INQUIRE. 
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@ RITlOMMISSIONERS of the Reve- 


— nue, as they are ordinarily called, are 
either Commiſſioners of Cuſtoms, or of 
Exciſe. 
Commiſſioners of Cuſtoms are ap- 
pointable; by Force of an Act, 14, 15. Ch. 2. C. . 
For ſetling the Subſidy of Poundage, c. by the 
Chief Governor and Council ; “ To be commiſſi- 
c oned under the Great Seal; not to be leſs than 
4 Five, or more than Seven in Number; and ſhould 
ebe known to them, who appoint them, to be 
F Perſons able and experienced in Cuſtom Affairs.“ 
VV | " 
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Commiſſioners and Chief Governors of the Exciſe 
are, by Force of an Act, 14, 15, Ch. 2. C. 8. for 
ſettling of the Exciſe or new Impoſt upon his Ma- 
zeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, Sc. appointable by 
the Chief Governor; To be ü ned under 


10 
© the Great Seal; to be not more than five in Num- 
ber, and to have an Office in Dublin, for the Coun- 
* ty and City of Dublin, for the taking the Entries 
of all Merchants, Retailers, Brewers and bthers, 
and for the receiving of all Monies which ſhall be 
due and payable by all or any of them, and for 
_ * other Things touching the Buſineſs of Exciſe, and 
Affairs relating thereto; and thergirito determine 
(they, or the Major Part of them) all Offences and 
% Breaches of any Article or Clauſe in the Act; 
“ and TQ KEEP THEIR OFFICE OPEN UPON 
« ALL DAYS EXCEPT THE LORD'S DAY 
* OR HOLIDAYS, from Nine to Twelve of the 
„Clock in the Forenoon, and from T'wo of the 
Clock till Five in the Afternoon; and the Major 
& Part of Them, with the Approbation of the Chief 
« Governor, to nominate all inferior Officers, and to 
„ appoint as many of like Officers, Subordinate 
“ Commiſſioners, Sub-Commiſſioners or Collectors, 
« jn all other Cities, Towns, Ports and Places, with 
„ ſuch Wages and Rewards as they ſhall think fit- 
ting, to tranſact the like Buſineſs, and under the 
© like Regulations; with an Appeal from their 
„ Judgments to the Chief Governor and Council, 
&< or to Commiſſioners of Appeal, appointed by the 
% Chief Governor, and commiſſioned under the 
„Great Seal. And by ſubſequent Acts, Power is 
generally given to the ſame Judicatures, to deter- 
** mine Offences againſt Acts, relative to the Reve- 
% nue, Trade, or Navigation; with like Remedy 
ĩſ„% ͤ one | 
Through Oeconomy, five Commiſſioners of Cuſ- 


toms have been hitherto appointed W 


18 
of Exciſe; ſo that the ſame Perſons being Commil- 
ſioners both of Cuſtoms and Exciſe, there is no Ne- 
ceſſity to diſtinguiſh their Power. 

THREE, the Major Part, being thus impow- 
ered by Law to tranſact the Buſineſs, hath furniſhed 
the reſt, in late Times, with an Excuſe, to be gene- 
rally abſent ; which hath frequently been the Occaſi- 
on of great and miſchievous Delay, to ſay no worſe: 
< The Avocation of any one of the Three, neceſ- 
* farily putting a Stop to the legal Power of all.” 
But it was not always ſo For in 1703 
an Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons was preſented 
to the Lord Lieutenant deſiring, ** That all Judges 
„ Commiſſioners of the Revenue, and others, ha- 
« ving ſuch Offices and Employments, as require 
* Attendance, may be obliged to attend in a 
“ reaſonable Time or be removed.” The Anſwer 
was, That he would take Care therein as was de- 
& ſired. 

In Conſequence of this, Mr. ROBERTS the 
only abſent Commiſſioner, though of a Noble Fa- 
mily in England, being not willing, or not able, 
to reſide, was compelled to lay down his Employ- 
ment. | 

At that Time, Iriſb Commiſſioners might have fat 
in the Engliſp Houſe of Commons; now they cannot 
ſit there. So that plauſible Pretence for Abſence 
from a Board, where the Preſence of them all is 
abſolutely neceſſary, from the Increaſe and Variety 
of Buſineſs, is removed. Beſide, it is a ſound Rule in 
Politicks, that the more Hands Power is diſtribu- 
ted into, the leſs dangerous it will be to the Pub- 
* lick ; and the leſs Probability there will be of any 
* Scheme againſt Liberty.” This Obſervation can- 
not be better illuſtrated by any Inſtance, than by 
that we have before us. For the Commiſſioners, 
who are reſident, diſpoſe of all the Employments 
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under them by Rotation. How important that 
Truſt is, will appear by and by; and by it's Impor- 
tance, a Man may eaſily imagine the Miſchief that 
may thence ariſe to the Publick ; by it's falling here- 
after into the Hands of a Few ; who ſhall deſpe- 
rately combine, to carry ſome Favourite Scheme, 
deſtructive of the Conſtitution, and of every Thing 
valuable to Men of generous Principles. 
Sometimes, not frequently, the Chief Governor 
or Lords of the Treaſury in Great Britain, have in- 
terrupted the Rotation, by recommending Perſons 
to Offices. But ſuch Interruptions will be more rare 
hereafter ; ſince the Commiſſioners have hit upon a 
Method of ſplitting Offices ; thoſe eſpecially, that 
were heretofore Objects for ſuch Recommendations; 
which will make them leſs worthy the Application of 
Perſons, too conſiderable to depend upon them 
or to be obliged by ſmall Favours. And this ſplit- 
ting Policy will not only ſave their Superiors, from 
being teazed upon this Account; but will alſo give 
themſelves more Opportunities of obliging, (which 
good Men ever look for:) And there is no Doubt, 
but they will have Followers humble enough to ac- 
cept of their Favours, however they may be reduced 
in Value by this artful Management. 
The Power of the Commiſſioners of the Reve- 
nue is ſo overgrown, that it might be very juſtly 
dreaded in worſe Hands than it now is, and in the 
beſt, ought to be looked upon with a jealous Eye. 
They have in their Gift, at leaſt, 1300 Employ- 

ments of one Sort or other, excluſive of Hearth- 
money; with Salaries of 49000 J. per Annum, and 
allowed Perquiſites of 20000 J. more, by a mo- 
deſt Computation. Which Salaries have grown 
ſince the Year 1717, to that Sum, from 36000 /. per 
 Aunum. Whether this great Increaſe hath been al- 
together made for the Advantage of the Revenue, 
or whether it hath been done, ſometimes, to make 
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Employments for Favourites, or to provide Depu- 
ties, that the Principals may lead idle Lives; or to 
create Salaries for new Officers upon the Splitting 
Scheme, is well worth an Inquiry. If the Reve- 
nue be profited by it, it is well: If not, it is not on- 
ly a Miſapplication of the Publick Revenue; but it 
is alſo a ſtrengthening of the Hands of Perſons, who 
have, without that, too great a Proportion of Power. 
It was formerly ſaid, That a Follower of ſome 
great Man was put upon the then Board, to be 
provided for; but there being no Employment 
4 open, and the Patron being in a Hurry, inſiſted 
upon a new Place being made for his Friend: The 
„ Commiſſioners were put to their Wits End; but 
at laſt a Wag, who happened then to be one of 
them, propoſed, that he ſhould be made CLERK 
«© OF THE HOLIDAYS, and give them out at the 
“ Gate, as the Rubrick directs the Miniſter to do 
after the ſecond Service, at Church. The Joke 
took, and ſome People ſaid, reaſonably enough 
«© For it was impoſſible, they ſaid, that any Man, 
& who was not to labour for a Salary, could find 
„ ſuch ſtrange Holidays, as were kept at the Cuſ- 
&. tom-Houſe in Dublin. But though this Of- 
« ficer was made in Jeſt, it is to be hoped, he is not 
continued in Earneſt,” 

The Commiſſioners alſo give :the Name of Ixci- 
DENT to what they think fit : Theſe Incidents were 
in 1752, 13402 |, Lord Ranelagh, who was 
Paymaſter of the Army in England, being called to 
an Account, produced ſeveral Carts loaded with 
Books, which frighted the Committee, and put an 
End to the Inquiry. This Artifice was copied (fo I 
have heard) about twenty Years ago, by the Officers 
of the Revenue in this Kingdom, when an Account 
of Incidents was called for; and had the like Effect. 
That may perhaps have encouraged People to 
make too free with that equivocal Term ; which ne- 
| B 2 ver 
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ver will be rightly underſtood, till, upon a full and 
candid Inquiry, it ſhall be diſcovered, what are the 
various Meanings that Word beareth ; which Inqui- 
ry, it is hoped, is not far off, 

The Expence of collecting the Hearth-money * 
ſuppoſe to be about 60007. per Annum, which is to 
be alſo taken into the Account, being in their Gift, 
or under their Management; and I cannot help ob⸗ 
ſerving, that it is extremely odd, that this Article of 
Expence is kept totally out of the Publick Accounts, - 
given into Parliament; as if it could not bear the 
Light; fo that I am now left to gueſs the Quantum 
thereof. 

Out of the Salaries is taken a Fund ſomewhat 
more than 1200 J. per Annum, for a charitable Sup- 
port of ſuperannuated or diſabled Officers; and ſub- 
ject to the Order of the Commiſſioners. It is hard to 
think that any Power could ariſe out of this SacrED 
DerosrTE. It certainly requires no Favour for a Man 
who hath contributed to this Fund, to receive the 
Benefit of it, when he needeth it; and to ſuppoſe, 
that ſo conſiderable Perſons would give the Benefit of 
it to any Man not entitled to it. for Intereſt or Affec- 
tion, or any other Conſideration not within their 
Truſt, is to ſuppoſe that Commiſſioners of the Re- 
venue have been or may be worſe than is fit for me 
to ſay. It hath been indeed ſaid; . That long ſince, 
«« Fathers, though, wretched Officers, have been 
te through Favour ſuffered to reſign profitable Re- 
venue Employments to their Sons; and by Com- 

ce pact to receive a Share of the Profits; and yet 
have been placed upon the Charity-liſt, as poor, 
* ſuperannuated Officers, worn out in the Service.-- 
And others, healthy, hearty, young Men, who 
“have choſen to apply themſelves to profitable 
* Trades, rather than drag weariſome Lives in 
* [mall Revenue Offices, have reſigned; but had 
5 the good Fortune to retire with the Charity.” ee 
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Theſe Things, if at all, muſt have happened 


in the Time of ſuch a Man as Commiſſioner Culli- 
ford, who ſet up his Engliſh Privilege, to defend 
himſelf againſt a Proſecution in the [ri Parliament, 
for embezzling Stores, for applying Forfeitures to 
his own Uſe ; for © ſelling Offices; for miſapplying 
< the Public Revenue, and the Power he was intruſt- 
ed with, to his own baſe Purpoſes.” And no wonder 
it was, that he took ſuch Pains in the electing of the 
Parliament of 1692 ; fince a packed Parliament 
would have been his Security ; but the Patriots of 
thoſe Days prevailed ; and he, with many other 
diſappointed Courtiers, fled from the Juſtice due to 
them in an oppreſſed Country; but were followed 
to England, where the Parliament took up the Quar- 
rel for injured Ireland. 0 

To the Commifſſioners of the Revenue, as Go- 
vernors of Exciſe, muſt all Applications be made, 
by Merchants, Tenants to the Crown, Mariners, 
Brewers, Shop-keepers, c. for Redreſs, or for 
Favours. | 

Very few Seizures are made, or Informations filed, 
or Judgments given by Sub- commiſſioners againſt 
Claimants or Perſons informed againſt, that are not 
brought by Memorials, before them, if there be 
any, theugh but a faint Hope of Favour. Theſe 
Memorials are, in their ordinary Courſe, referred 
to the Collectors and Surveyors ; and when they re- 
port, the Commiſſioners determine as they think fit. 
If they determine for the Memorialiſt ; there the 
Affair commonly ends; for Officers of the Revenue, 
who are the Perſons chiefly intereſted, ſeldom muti- 
ny; it ought truly to be ſomething very valuable, 
that would induce them ſo to do. It their Determi- 
nation be againſt the Memorialiſt, then is his Diſ- 
cretion called up to determine, whether he ſhall con- 
tend with this Prejudication. It is certain that this 
ſummary Method of proceeding gives prodigious 
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Weight and Influence to the Commiſſioners; yet 
ſurely it is to be juſtified ; * ſince it often ſaves his 
* Majeſty's liege Subjects from much Vexation :* 
Which is not always properly conſidered by them 
Vain Men! who, to magnify and puff themſelves 
amongſt their Fellows, ſcruple not, when they are 
ſucceſsful upon ſuch Occaſions, without Reſerve, and 


overlooking the Fairneſs and Equity of their Caſes, 
to boaſt and vaunt their Succeſs to be the Effect of 


their own invincible Intereſt ; an Intereſt ariſing from 
ſome accidental Circumſtances annexed to their Per- 
ſons: When, God knows, if they had dropt out of 
the Skies without Name or Relation, Freehold or 
Vote of any Kind, They would have been dealt 
© by, as they deſerved” Theſe ſimple Men 
know not, that Commiſſioners are ſworn as well as 
other Officers, To do all Things without having 


any private Reſpect to themſelves, in Prejudice of 
his Majeſty's Revenue ;” and that therefore it is 


impoſſible that ſuch Men, who muſt have a better 
Underſtanding of the Obligation of an Oath, and a 
higher Senſe of the Nature of a Truſt, than low 
Men, of a confined Education, can be moved by 
any Thing in what they do, but by a Hope of an 
Advancement of the Revenue; which would quick- 
ly ſhew, by its notorious Declenſion, if there were 


any Encouragement for Wrong-doing, by unwar- 


rantable Favour ſhewn to W rong-doers. 

Thus ſtands the Power of an Jrifþ Commiſſioner 
of the Revenue ; and truly, an Officer whoſe 
Power is ſo large, and whoſe Influence upon Trade 
muſt be proportionable, ought to have excellent 
Qualifications to recommend him to-a Truſt, in 
which the whole Nation hath an Intereſt ; nay, not 
only this Nation, but our Mother Country too, 
* whoſe Splendor depends upon the Succels of her 


* Colonies, 
A FREE CITIZEN. 
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To the UNIVERSAL ADVERTISER. 


„ Dublin, Auguſt 25, 1755. 


AVING in a former Paper deſcribed the 
Power of a Commiſſioner of the Revenue; it 
will not be improper, according to the Plan I have 
purſued in ſimilar Caſes, to expreſs the natural and 
acquired Qualifications it ſeemeth neceſſary he ſhould 
have, to. render his great Power profitable, not in- 
jurious to the Publick. 

He ſhould certainly underſtand the Nature- of 
Taxes; ſince Government cannot be ſupported 
without them; and he will be upon every Emergen- 
cy, naturally conſulted ; being ſuppoſed to have 
conſidered this Matter maturely, and more fre- 
quently than others, whoſe Studies and Thoughts 
were turned tg. other Objects. He ſhould not re- 
< ſort, upon ſuch Occaſions, to inferior Officers for 
* Inſtruction ;* who if they be good, in their Way, 
walk in narrow Paths, and have no Conception of 
Things out of their Road. He ſhould examine all 
propoſed Taxes by thoſe ſafe political Rules; that 
they be equal; leaſt burthenſome ; not affecting 
Manufactures, or Exports, that do not go out im- 
perfect; that is, not made as much of at Home as 
Poſſible; and that they be ſufficient for the Purpoſes ; 
and not probable to produce any conſiderable Re- 
dundancy. This Examination will require a critical 
Knowledge of the Conſtitution and of the interior 
Circumſtances of the Kingdom: And to be prepared 
for it, (though it cannot ſuddenly happen upon any 
new Occaſion) he ſhould be thoroughly acquainted 
with all the preſent Taxes; and be able to ſhew, by 
ſtrong and clear Argument, which of them are 
hurtful, and ought to be extinguiſhed ; as doubtleſs 
many there are of the Sort, that were granted before 
| there 
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there was ſcarce an Idea of other Trade in this King- 
dom, than what conſiſted in ſending living Cattle to 
England. Then, he muſt be ready, to explode that, 
which ſeemeth to be a favourite Maxim of Mini- 
ſters, who, weakly and wickedly make a Difference 
between the Intereſt of King and People; that not 
© an Article of the Hereditary Revenue is to be 
* parted with by the Crown, however neceſſary it 
may be for the Common-weal.” He ſhould think 
and adviſe more generouſly ; and ſhew that the Peo- 
ple are moſt intereſted in preſerving the Govern- 
ment; and that the Prince is happieſt, who depends 
upon the Love of his Subjects ; and that he, who 
ſhews moſt of that Diſpoſition is ſureſt of their ut- 
moſt Aid ; and that Taxes are but a Depoſite in the 
Hands of the Prince, for the Benefit of the People ; 
to enable him to adminiſter Juſtice with Dignity and 
Effect; and to defend them from foreign Encroach- 
ments: And that in Truth, there can be no Diffe- 
rence, whether theſe Taxes be for a Year, or for 
ever, in this Point; © for, as they were granted 
* with a ſpecial Confidence in the Crown, that they 
* ſhould redound to the Service of the Publick ; they 
© ought to ceaſe, when they became hurtful.' 

He ſhould frequently view the Map of Europe, 
and mark what a ſmall Space thereof his Britannick 
Majeſty's Dominions fill ; and yet how ſuperior they 
are in Weight and Power throughout the World, to 
thoſe of any other Prince. He ſhould think of 
the French King, bluſtering and bullying on his 
Shore, in Sight of Britain; with 250000 diſciplined 
Men at his Back ; but defied and laughed at by 6000 
Jolly Britiſb Tars, in floating Caſtles. 

He ſhould then turn his Eyes to America, the firſt 
Source of Britiſh Grandeur, and behold French Per- 
fidy and Ambition, taking Advantage, in Time of 
Peace, of the defenceleis State of Colonies ; and 
driving them from their antient Poſſeſſions, to obtain 

a Prin- 


1 
a principal Branch of Trade and a more convenient 
Sea - Coaſt In an Inſtant, he may 1 the Scene 
ſhifted, and ſee a Britiſh Fleet filling the Country 
with armed Men; and all Things neceſſary for them 
to recover loſt Ground, and to drive back the trea- 
cherous Enemies preventing any Succour to 
be. ſent to them; blocking up their Ships of War, 
in their own Harbours; ſtarving their Colonies ; and 
reducing their Governors to the wretched Condition 
of petitioning for a little Flour, to fave their Chil- 
dren from periſhing. He ſhould reflect upon this 
wonderful Difference between People divided, but 
by ſeven Leagues of Sea; and conſider, what ſhould 
render the numerous haughty French, impotent and 
deſpicable ; and the few rough, but reſolute Britons, 
invincible and reſpected. He will find Trade to be 
the ſole Cauſe : Britons live incirled by Water, and 
make the moſt of their Situation : They rely. as 
the Athenians of old, * upon their Wooden Walls ; 
but without deſerting their City. Trade was the 
firſt Cauſe of Britih Strength at Sea; and that 
matchleſs Strength is now the Protectreſs of 
Trade, at a Time, when all Princes have their Eyes 
open, and are watchful for Opportunities of becom- 
ing Maritime Powers. | 

Every Part of the Britiſh Dominions is bound by 
Duty and Intereſt, to preſerve and increaſe the Pow- 
er of Britain; and no Part is more fo than Ireland, 
which hath not the leaſt Chance of eſcaping what- 
ever unlucky Fate may befal her. Trade being the 
Foundation of the Maritime Power of Britain, and 
the Source of all her Wealth, 1r;j/þ Commiſſioners of 
the Revenue ſhould be qualified to be Commiſſion- 
ers of Trade, ſince no other general Board for that 
Purpoſe hath yet been eſtabliſhed in this Country. 
They ſhould well underſtand the Nature and Benefit 
of Trade in its utmoſt Latitude, and be thoroughly 
acquainted with the 2 Mankind hath re- 


ceived 


. 
ceived from it; and be convinced of its fluctuating 
Courſe, by obſerving how it hath travelled from 
Place to Place, not wantonly or by Accident, but 
for plain obvious Cauſes, that will ever produce the 
like Effects. Hence they may perceive, that though 
War may beget Trade, Peace muſt feed and nouriſh 
it; and Liberty confirm its Conſtitution, and render 
it laſting, N | | 
_ Having this general Senſe of Trade, they ſhould 
apply themſelyes to that which belongeth or may 


belong to this Iſland. They ſhould know the Mar- 


kets we frequent, for Sale of our Commodities; and 
find out more, if they are to be had. They ſhould 
learn the Policy of other Countries, in admitting or 
refuſing our Commodities. They ſhould enquire 
into Markets we formerly had, and into the Cauſes 
of our loſing them, and of acquiring new ones. 
They ſhould critically know what Markets make us 
the moſt profitable Returns: Firſt, in Money; ſe- 
condly, in Primums for Manufactures to be 
brought to Perfection here: Thirdly, in Goods to 


be carried to a foreign Market. They ſhould find 


out the Advantages we may derive from the Idleneſs 
and Unſkilfulneſs of others: What Countries take 
Goods from us that they may do without, or that 
they may have elſewhere: How to provide another 
Branch of Trade in Lieu of that, which ſome Time 
or other we ſhall certainly loſe; or to find another 
Market for the Commodity before we loſe that Mar- 
ket we have. What reaſonable and fair Means we 
may uſe to underſel our Rivals, either by improving 
the Commodity, or by lowering the Charges upon it 
at Home, or both. Above all, they ſnould make 
themſelves perfect Maſters of the profitable Branch- 
es of Trade Ireland may carry on, without Preju- 
dice to the Trade of Britain, and with Prejudice to 
Britain's Enemies, and ſhould make this the firſt 
Article in their political Creed; © That every new 
CONES : Branch 
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{ Branch of Trade which ſhall bring Wealth into 
6 reland, and not diminiſh the Trade of Britain, will 
de a new Source of Riches for Britain.“ 

They ſhould be intimate with the Britiſb Planta- 
tions, and Maſters of the political Reaſons for Bri- 
tain's forbidding Jreland to ſend thither any Manu- 
factures fave Linen; or to bring from thence any of 
the enumerated Commodities. They ſhould be able 
to ſhew the amazing Profit Britain hath received 
from the free Trade allowed to Ireland in Linen, and 
in bringing Rum directly Home without touching 
in Great Britain, and then to point out, what other 
Manufactures Ireland may be permitted to carry thi- 
ther; or what other of the enumerated Commodi- 
ties to bring directly from thence, not only without 
Damage to Britain, but to its Advantage. - 
Then, indeed, * they might be uſeful to both Coun- 
tries,“ and quickly acquire an Authority in the Mo- 
ther Country, that would enable them to remove a 
Thouſand fooliſh Prejudices, and to advance the 
Joint Intereſt of both. For, that cannot be 
© the Intereſt of either, which is not the Intereſt of 
* both : And, he that doth not think ſo moſt ſincere- 
* ly, let him fatter himſelf how he will, Is NEITHER 
* a PATRIOT In BRITAIN OR IRELAND.“ 

Having thus furniſhed themſelves with a compe- 
tent Knowledge of the Importance of Trade, every 
where, but more eſpecially to our King's Domini- 
ons, that would be of no Conſideration in the World 
without it; they ſhould moſt zealouſly and aſſidu- 
ouſly attend to the Support thereof: Firſt, * by en- 
* couraging and encreaſing, with all their Might and 
skill, Britih Shipping and Navigation ;*' and not 
| ſuffering any Nation of the World, Friend or Foe, 

to treſpaſs upon the Right of Britiſh Subjects. This 
excluſive Right is the true Cauſe of the flouriſhing 
Condition of Trade, and of the powerful State of 


the Navy, and is the inexhauſtible Source of the 
| C 2 TELE. Wealth 
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Wealth and Stren oth of Britain: And therefore * all 


Means provided by Engliſþ Wiſdom for this Pur- 
5 poſe ſhould be here, and throughout his Majeſty's 
* Dominions, moſt religiouſly adhered to; and 
* hereby indeed Men will ſhew themſelves faithful 


© and worthy Members of the Britiſb Empire.“ 


In the next Place, and as the indiſputable Evi- 
dence of their full and juſt ſenſe of the Advantages of 


Trade, they ſhould Esr EEM MErcHanTs as THE 
© MOST USEFUL RODY OF PEOPLE IN THE NaT1- 


oN; as Men without whom our Superfluities 
would be uſeleſs ; without whom, there would be 


No Difference between one Man of one thouſand 


and another of one hundred thouſand Acres, except 
as of old; That he of the larger would have the 
more numerous Clan, to obey his Commands, and 
to plunder and oppreſs him of the ſmaller Property, 
hey ſhould conſider Merchants as Men 
ſearching every Corner of the World for Markets, 
for Proviſions which we cannot conſume ; for Ma- 
nufactures, which we cannot uſe ; and from a com- 


prehenſive Knowledge, grown out of a far extended 


Correſpondence, inſtructing us in new Manufactures, 
before unknown and unthought of by us, but adapted 
to the Neceſſities or Humours of the Inhabitants of 


remote Parts of the Earth. Theſe Conſiderations 


will effectually convince them, that theſe are the 


Men, who reduce the Intereſt of Money and raiſe the 


Price of Land, to whom Men of Eſtates owe every 


Shilling in their Pockets ; * for Money is but an im- 


* ported Commodity, exchanged for that which was 
* uſeleſs at Home, and brought to us by thoſe ex- 
* cellent Members of Society, to whom are to be 
attributed the ornamental Edifices, erected and erec- 


ting, and the profitable Improvements daily making 


in this Country; to whom is owing, that theſe 
Kingdoms are mighty in War, and Rich and 


Happy in Peace, and that Liberty, which inſures 


+ all 
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all our Enjoyments, is become ſo precious.” Theſe 
are the Authors, mediately or immediately, of all the 
. Publick Revenue, and are therefore entitled to the 
Protection and Favour of the Publick ; and they, 
who are appointed particularly to adminiſter Affairs, 
relative to the Publick Revenue, ſhould ſhew their 
right Underſtanding of the Fundamental Part of 
their Office, by making Merchants the principal 
Object of their Care, and by proving they are ſo; 
* by—Defending them from Oppreſſion, and by gi- 
* ving them Diſpatch in Buſineſs.? h 
How theſe Things are to be done, will be the Sub- 


ect of my next. 
| A FREE CITIZEN, 
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8 IR, Dublin, Sept. 6, 1755. 


5 I AM oe to ſhew how Merchants may be de- 
* & fended by Commiſſioners of the Revenue from. 
Oppreſſion; and how they may be diſpatched in 
their Buſineſs.” | 
To preſerve the Merchants from Oppreſlion, 
they ſhould have eaſy Acceſs to the Governors and 
Managers of the Exciſe- Office; who ought not 
to be, ſhut up like Eaſtern Monarchs from View, to 
make their Perſons more reſpected by the Vulgar z 
and to put the Merchants under a Neceſſity of hiring 
Clerks, to put their Complaints in Form, and then 
to ſolicite an Audience. It ſeems to be abſurd, 
that the Law ſhould require the Office to be open 
and the principal Officers thereof ſhould lock them- 
ſelves up. The Merchants have undoubtedly as 
much Right to an open Communication with the 
firſt Officers of the Exciſe-Office, as with the Collec- 
for, Who is but their Caſhier 3 or with Sub-Com-, 
5 EL OED IX” miſſioners 
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Diſcharge of their Truſts“. 


1 

miſſioners in Out- Ports, who would be ſorely rebuked 
by their Maſters, (if they were not very great Fa- 
vourites) for taking up the like State; which, 
without peradventure, they have an equal Right 

It may, perhaps, be ohjected, That they are 
4“ Governors and Managers of the whole national 
& Revenue, and muſt be incloſed, to be ſaved from 


44 impertinent Interruptions; and that they may 


* conſider and direct properly all other Matters re- 
« lating to the Revenue, as well as the Affairs of the 
« Port, where their Office is eſtabliſned; for there 
& are too few uſually reſident, to be divided: That 
for this Cauſe, they may think it expedient to be 
4c addrefled in Writing, that they may firſt be con- 
& vinced it is a Matter of Importance, that requires 
*« Examination and Debate, before they employ 
& their Time in Conferences.” | 

This muſt be allowed to be the moſt plauſible 


- Cauſe that could be aſſigned for ſuch Conduct; but 


yet might be eaſily removed, by laying before the 
Government, the Neceflity there always is, for the 
© Preſence of all the Commiſſioners ;* and upon ſuch 


Information, there cannot be the leaſt Doubt, but 


they would be commanded to reſide. Then there 
would be a competent Number, to preſide conſtant- 


ly in the long Room, to do the Buſineſs of the 


County and City of Dublin; and to read Letters, 

repare Anſwers, form Minutes, and tranſact other 
national Buſineſs, in their withdrawing Chamber: 
* And two Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms might 
*. once every Year at leaſt, as the Law directs, viſit 


& the ſeveral Out-Ports of the Realm, to make Ob- 


* fervations, and take Cognizance how and in what 
4 Manner the Affairs of the Ports be carried on, and 
how the ſeveral Officers demean themſelves in 


Then 


— 
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Then, indeed, the Complaints of Merchants eve- 
ry where would be diligently attended to ; and their 
Wrongs immediately redreſſed ; for, the Commiſſi- 
oners would then ſee with their own Eyes, and not 
depend upon Reports from, perhaps, the chief Op- 


preſlors. 

The Law hath provided admirably for the Redrefs 
of their Wrongs ; and they are of ſuch a Nature, 
that they ſhould be inſtantly redreſſed. Their Com- 
plaints ſhould be liſtened to without Delay; and 
even all Favour ſhewed to them, without doing Inju- 
ry to other Subjects. Officers, indeed, ſhould not 


be reprimanded or puniſhed for mere Courteſy-ſake, 


or to win an Intereſt with unreaſonable Men ; but 
upon every Occaſion, they ſhould be taught, that 
there is, at leaſt, as near Relation between the King 
and Merchants, as between a Landlord, and Te- 
nant; and no Man will diſpute, that the Tenant, 
for expending his Time and Labour, to ſupport the 
Landlord, in Eaſe and Affluence, is intitled to his 
Protection. It would, indeed, be abſurd to imagine, 
that a Merchant, whoſe Cauſe would be reſented by 
the King againſt the moſt powerful foreign Prince, 
might be inſulted by any of his Servants, with Impu- 
nity. N | 

Merchants are in common with other Subjects, 1i- 
able to Injuries; and have the common Method of 
being reheved, by applying to the Law of the Land 
for Juſtice. In ſuch Caſes, Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue are not expected to interfere ; except, when 
the King's Name may be lent, for Profit and Expe- 
dition, to the Merchant. | 

The Wrongs they are to defend them from, are 
thoſe that can only ariſe from their Officers, and for 


which they cannot be eaſily come at by ordinary 
Means. „ 
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A diſtinguiſhed Attention of Commiſſioners upon 
all Occaſions to every Merchant, of good Reputa- 
tion, or unimpeached Character; and a viſible Ear- 
neſtneſs to give him Satisfaction, will be the ſhorteſt 
and moſt unerring Method to ſave him from Af- 
fronts, Inſults, and Impoſitions; and to prevent to 
themſelves the Trouble of rectifying Matters. For, 
the Reſpect they ſhew to Merchants will be copied 
by their Inferiors. If it be great, they will be treat- 
ed gently, not roughly, in the whole Courſe of their 
Buſineſs . If little, they had better be Quay-Porters 
than Merchants : For then will break ont the inhu- 
man, overbearing, tyrannical Humour of low Men, 
with the leaſt Degree of Power, which they 
i know not how to ſhew, unleſs they make Men to 
cel it.“ THE 

The particular Wrongs Merchants are liable to 
from Officers are; firſt, Preference of. one to an- 
other, which, if it were even connived at, would 
be productive of -moſt dangerous Extortion : For 
it muſt ever be purchaſed, and would at length be- 
come a mere Cant, and he knocked down to the 
higheſt Bidder. The Law hath, in the only Cafe 
it could foreſee an unjuſtifiable Preference, provided 
againſt it; by enafting, © that every Merchant 
« making an Entry of Goods, either inwards or 
* outwards, ſhall be diſpatched in the Order he 
c cometh.” Then, if the Merchant neglecteth not 
himſelt, he will carry his Warrant to the diſcharging 
Officers, and all Things will, without ſome unnatu- 
ral Force, or unwarrantable Violation of Right, move 
on regularly, as they firſt ſet out. Hence it appear- 
eth, that the Law conſidered an Equality at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe to be the Life of Trade ;* and the 
beſt Encouragement for all Men to enter into it; as it 
will be their Security, that they may carry it on with 
the Profit all other Circumſtances will afford; with- 
out which Men of ſmall Capitals cannot pretend to 
| engage 


E 
engage in it; being certain of being kept down, by 
Men of overgrown Stocks, who could afford to buy a 
Preference at any Rate; and to engage the firſt Ser- 
vice of the Officers. | IS 
In all Tranſactions, from the Invoycing to the 
© clearing out of Ships, the greateſt Impartiality 
ſhould be maintained. Neither the gratifying of 
private Affections or Paſſions, or the Expectation of 
unlawful Rewards, ſhould ever interfere in the Exe- 
cution of any publick Office. But, by an Officer of 
the Revenue, above all, no Advantage ſhould be. 
given to one Man over another ; for, it cannot be 
recovered. Trade is ſo delicate, that it will not ad- 
mit of ſuch a Difference, as tends to a Monopo- 
ly ; which ever will be ruinous to excluded Traders, 
and ſoon to Trade itſelf, Againſt this Grievance, the 
Commiſſioners ſhould bend their whole Force, as be- 
ing productive of many Ills ; but eſpecially as it 
ſtrikes at the Root of Trade, whence the whole Re- 
venue ſprings. _ | | 
They have two Methods to get the better of this 
Offence ; by Example, and by Puniſhment, _ 
They ſhould themſelves be known, ever to drop 
at the Foot of their Stairs, all Love and Hatred, Am- 
bition and Avarice, and every Symptom of Party 
Zeal ; whence will ever proceed Partiality and Op- 
preſſion. Such Men will not need to take much 
Pains to enforce their Precepts, which will ever be 
founded in Law. Where wicked Men know Virtue. 
preſides, they will expect no Protection; and thither 
they will not fly for Protection, where they expect not 
to meet it. And thus having no Refuge, Officers, 
however wickedly diſpoſed, will at leaſt pretend to 
conform themſelves generally to the Example of their 
Maſters ; when they do not, ſuch Maſters will not 
ſpare them: They will make them publick Inſtan- 
ces of their Regard and Zeal for Trade; and of 


their Reſpe& for Traders. 
; D f t. There 
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1. There are Monſters always ſnarling, moroſe, 
and rude, until they are properly fed; but who, when 
their Stomachs are filled, become good · -humoured, 
fawning and alert. Theſe give Evidence againſt 
themſelves ; they who are not content with that, 
which Cuſtom entitles/them to, will grant new Fa- 
vours for new Perquiſites; or will extort additional 
Fees, for doing but cheir . There needs no 
other Proof of their Tranſgreſſion; they are guilty 
of Breach” of Truſt, or 5 r and ought 
not to be confided i in jonger. | 

2 Sometimes Officers take unaccountable Excep- 
tions, to particular Merchants, and create them De- 
lay in every Branch of their Buſineſs ; whether to 
gratify their own Reſentment, or to pleaſe others, is 
uncertain. 

But theſe and all other Evils will be moſt effectu- 
ally prevented or removed, by Commiſſioners taking 
Care, that Merchants ſhall have Diſpatch in their 
Buſineſs ; which will render the Avarice of inferior 
Officers,” however nlatiable, harmleſs, and their 


| Rancour impotent. 


| And this is to be W 4 in the firſt Place, by abo- 
= liſhing all idle Days, that Cuſtom, againſt Law, hath 
etſtabliſhed for Holy-days. The Law requires that 
| the Exciſe· Office ſhall be open, for certain Hours, 
© on: every Day, but the Lord's Day, and Holy- 
days. But the CLERK OF THE HOLY-DAYS,” 
(for I can find no other Authority) ſaith, he will not 
lofe 17 Holy -day that was ever occaſionally 
beg 4 Pardon, I think he hath not yet in 
his Calendar, * tie Day on which Magna Charta paſ- 
«ſed, or the 17th of December.” And I wonder at 
it, for they have been very ſolemnly kept, by moſt 
good Men; and 1 dare fay, there is not a PATRIOT 
in the Nation, that would complain of a moſt ſtriet 
 Obſervarice of thoſe Days: 5 The: 
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The King's principal Miniſters ſeem to be very fond 
of the Revenue ; 3 22 yet the Officers of the Revenue 
would make one think, they collected it with great 
Reluctance; when they will not ſuffer one Holy - day 
to eſcape them, that falls upon a Sunday; but moſt 
eo ſhut up their Gates, on the Monday follow- 


* There 3 poſſibility of being Devout 
* * gh on one for two.” When! ſee the 


Cuſtom:Houſe: ſhut up on ſuch a Day, it always puts 
me in Mind of that angry, MONKISH DENUN- 


CIATION againſt England, for loſing a Holy-day, 


by Eaſter Day falling upon the Annunciation of the 


Virgin Mory. 


« When my Lord falls in my y Lady' 8 Lap 
England — of a Clap.“ 


No doubt, ſome Calamity would befal poor Tre 

land, if Revenue Officers were cheated, by the Re- 
volution of Time, of their Holy- days: But indeed 
I think they may diſpenſe with ſuch Accidents, that 
fall not out often, ſince their Clerk hath created fo 
many new Days of Receſs. 
The Wags laugh at our Complaints about this 
Matter, and ſay, if we don't like it, we may look 
for another Shop: But, by their Leave, that is the 
very Reaſon, they ſhould. not ſhut up ſo often. 

There is no Conſcience or Humanity in ſhutting up 
the only Shop, when People may ſtand in moſt need, 
of it. For two idle Days coming together, are much 
more inconvenient to the Buſineſs to be tranſacted in 
a a Cuſtom-Houſe, than three would be, coming but 


alternately : Becauſe, they cauſe greater Fry. and 


Buſineſs ever ſuffers much by Hurry. 

If it be allowable for the Office of Exciſe in  Dub- 
lin, to make ſo many idle Days, it is alſo allowable 
for the inferior Offices, every where. But if it be 


not lawful for either, and the inferior Officers be 
D 2 complained 
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complained of; with what Countenance, would Su- 
periors even rebuke them for ſo doing, ſince they 
only follow their Example; and if they did not re- 
buke them, would they not diſpenſe with the Law ? 
The Inland-permit-Officer is required by Law to 
attend every Day, Sundays, Chriſtmas-day, and 
Good- Friday excepted. But may he not alſo make 
idle Days, and diſpenſe with the Law ? and who can 
ſay he is under a greater Obligation to obey the 


Law, than thoſe who have ſo much greater Power and 


greater Profit, to ſee the Laws executed? And is it 
not very ſtrange, that more Care is taken, to vend 
the imported Goods of other Countries, than to 
© expedite the Exportation of our own Commodities, 


upon which thoſe 8 Imports, as well as all our 
- 


Strength and Wealth depend ? 
What more I have to ſay, upon this Subject, muſt 
be deferr d to my next. 
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To the Univ bal ADVERTISER. 
8 IR, Dublin September 15, 1155. 


Concluded my laſt with ſome Obſervations on the 

4 Illegality and Unreaſonableneſs of multiply- 
mg IDLE-DAYS, uſually called HOL - 
DAYS, for Revenue Officers. This Subject, 
whenſoever reſumed, will produce new and preg- 
nant Matter. Holy-days, are particularly miſ- 
chievous to a poor Country, where the Inhabitants 
are uſually too well diſpoſed to ſeize all Opportunities 
of being idle; and where a Law need not be made 


to encourage them ſo to do. But the Example of 


Perſons of Diſtinction is even more pernicious than a 


a; and will moſt ſurely be followed by the Lazy 


and Superſtitious ; who, for different Reaſons, equal- 
ly unjuſtifiable, will imitate a Practice ſo ſufficiently 


warrant- . 
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629. 
warranted; and which muſt powerfully contribute to 
perpetuate Poverty, that cannot be but ſcandalous, 
becauſe it is courted and nouriſned. Beſide, a Lan- 
guor and Weariſomeneſs in eminent Perſons, who 
are nobly rewarded for the Diſcharge of a Duty, 
will be a Sort of Licence to all meaner Perſons, with 
lower Wages, to do as little as poſſible for their Money. 
It is ſurpriſing, that a conſiderate Man can enjoy 
the Idle-Day he makes; nay, even a legal Idle Day, 
let his Diverſion or Amuſement be what it may; 
when he reflects, that no Mortal can receive Benefit 
by his Idleneſs, but many may ſuffer grievouſly by it. 
And this is the exact Caſe before us: For, it is im- 
poſſible for any Man to foreſee what Prejudice may 


ariſe to Owners by one Day's Delay, in the — 


or Outvoycing of a Veſſel. But ſince Prejudice wi 
often happen, by the indiſpenſable Obligation of 


keeping the Lord's- day Holy; and by the legal Per- 


miſſion, which Men will not eaſily depart from, o 
being idle on other Days; ſurely great Care ſhoul 
be taken, that neither the Publick or Private Intereſt 
ſhould ſuffer, (and in this Inſtance they are inſepara- 
ble) by Delays created wantonly or illegally. 

Many Inſtances may be given of the Damage 
ariſing from the late Invoycing of Ships, by the In- 
tervention of Holy-days ; either from the Diſtreſs of 
the Ship after a long or an hazardous Voyage ; or 


from the periſhable Nature of the imported Commo- 


dities; or from the Loſs of a Market; or from other 
Cauſes, which, if particularly deſcribed, would fully 
illuſtrate this Matter. But I chooſe to rely upon a 
Caſe that hath often happened ; and which will be 
thought more intereſting, as it concerns Exports. 

A Ship diſcharged her Goods, according to In- 
* voyce ;z and the Owners or Freighters prepa- 
* red a valuable Cargo of the Commodities of 
** this Country, for a foreign Market, where 
there was a great Demand for them. Every 
| | hing 


; { 39.) * 
Thing was ready on their Part: But ſhe could 
& not take in a Pound, until ſhe was preſented, as 
<« outward bound; and preſented ſhe could not be, 
„ until ſhe was jerqued. The Surveyor was to viſit 


« her: The Jerquer was to compare the Tide-wai- 


<< ter's ge) Bill with the Land-waiter's and Sur- 
< veyor's Diſcharge Books and Invoyce, and upon the 
« whole to give a Certificate of her Condition. Real 
« and fictitious Holy-days nicked her in this State ; 
and a contrary Wind (for the Wind bloweth as it 
& lifteth) catched her, when ſhe was ready to fall ; 
« and over and above the Charges the Owners ſuſ- 
<< tained by her Detainer in Harbour, ſhe was ac- 
* companied to Market by other Ships, laden with 
the like Commodities, that were prepared long 
* after fhe had been ready; and all together, they 
* glutted the Market; and ſhe that promiſed ſo 
„well, made a loſing Voyage; and her Loſs fell 
not only upon the Proprietors, but upon the Na- 


% tion alſo, that would have been juſt ſo much rich- 


«er; as their Capital had increaſed by a ſucceſsful 


| «cl Voyage.” 


But, though it were determined, that none ſhould 


be obſerved, but Legal Holy-days ; (which would 
indeed be a confiderable Point, to prevail in) yet 
would not the Merchant be effectually diſpatched in 
his Buſineſs, unleſs there were a conſtant Atten- 
dance of a Commiſſioner (if one be ſufficient) in the 
long Room, during all the fixed Hours of Buſineſs, 
to take Invoyces, Outvoyces and Entries as they offer- 
ed; and, to do the ordinary Buſineſs of the Port 
that one might not wait for another, or the be 
Hours for Buſineſs be paſt and gone, before Motion 
be given to any Thing. It would be ridiculous, that 
one with his Bill in his Hand, ready to declare upon 
his Oath the Contents of his Cargo, ſhould wait two 
or three Hours, until all other Invoyces for the Day 
were prepared, and the Maſters of Ships were ready 
aden 4 


' 
kd aA. os md @A_- 


„„ A © Pe v4 A 


DM i RSS ES HH Ho; EH ACEC YR 


8 
at once to be ſworn, and ſent in a Croud to the diſ- 
charging Officers; which muſt unavoidably create 4 
Hurry and great Confuſion every where All 
this would be avoided, by every Man being diſpatch- 
ed as he came; which would be attended by a regu- 
lar Progreſſion, the Beauty of all Buſineſs. / _ 
But it may be faid, that a ſcrupulous, and exact 
Submiſſion. to the appointed Buſineſs of an Office 
would only become the loweſt Drudges ; who would 
behold their Superiors with ſome Degree of Scorn, if 
they ſhould condeſcend, to do all Things the Law re- 
quired from them; and thus turn an Office of Ho- 
nour into a ſlaviſh Employment. 
Let ſuch Objectors know, that the Man who 
ſweareth, as every Commiſſioner of the, Revenue 
doth, To execute his Office, according to the beſt 
* of his Knowledge, Power and Skill, diligentliy, 
« faithfully and impartially, and doth fo indeed, 
proveth himſelf to be a good Man. If there be 
any Symptom of Slavery in ſo doing, that ſhould have 
been well thought of, before the Office was accepted 
of, and the Oath taken. He fhould have known 
what was diſagreeable in the Execution, before he 
promiſed ſolemnly to execute it diligently and faith- 
fully. If Diligence hath any Meaning, it ſignifies a 
: Cloſe Application to Buſineſs; and a cloſe Applicati- 
on cannot be Slavery, when it is voluntarily taken 
upon one, for a very ample Conſideration ; and 'can- 
not be omitted, without Unfaithfulneſs ; and the 
 Mortification of having ſlipt the nobleſt Opportunity 
a Man can have of ſerving his Country, by en- 
* couraging and advancing the Trade thereof. The 
« diligent and faithful Exerciſe of an Honourable Of- 
* fice cannot make the Office diſnonourable; but in- 
deed a wilfull Neglect thereof will bring much Diſ- 
honour to the Officer. Unleſs it be a Diſgrace for 
any Man, to do his Duty; and, bad as the World is, 


it 


( 32 ) | 
it will hardly avow ſuch an Opinion; though, by its 
Practice, it may countenance it. 
Having thus, briefly as poſſible, ſet forth the Me- 
thods, by which Commiſſioners of the Revenue 
© ſhould defend Merchants from Oppreſſion; and 
give them Diſpatch in their Buſineſs ;' I muſt pro- 
ceed to deſcribe other Qualifications they ſhould have, 
to make their great Power moſt profitable to the 
Publick. - EO * 

A COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE 
« Swears, to execute his Office diligently, faithfully, 
and impartially according to the beſt of his Know- 

* ledge, Power and Skill.“ | 

To diſcharge this Obligation properly, he muſt ac- 
quire as much Knowledge in the Buſineſs as he is ca- 
pable of; that he may have competent Skill to direct 
his Power Neceſlarily, he ſhould be a good Ac- 
countant ; that he may not be eaſily impoſed upon in 
the Prime Branch of his Office; that is, to ſee, that 
the whole publick Revenue be collected and paid in- 
to the Treaſury. If his Knowledge in Figures pro- 
ceeds into Practical Gauging, he will be much reſpec- 
ted by Exciſe Officers; who will be more exact, if 
need be, when they know, that their Examinator 

hath a ſuperior Examirer. 
He will make a forry Figure, either as an Officer 
or a Judge, if he hath not a ſufficient Inſight into the 
Revenue' Laws. The Revenue depends entirely up- 
on the Law. The King hath not any Revenue, but 
* what the Law gives him.“ This hath been over 
and over proved in the late Diſpute about Previous 
Conſent ; which, whatever Ill it hath brought upon 
Individuals, hath certainly produced this publick 
Good; that more of the Conſtitution hath been 
brought to Light thereby, than was at any Time be- 
fore: Even from the Days of Hen. 2.—— The Re- 


venue is not only granted by the Law, but the Man- 


ner of collecting it is alſo appointed by I. aw, and to 
promote 


(Wm) 


promote its Increaſe all Frauds are forbidden, and - 
directed to be puniſhed by Law. A Commiſſioner 
therefore muſt be well acquainted with the Laws, or 
he muſt truſt his Judgment to the Direction of infe- 
rior Officers; and, I think, I need not ſay, what 
evil Conſequences would ariſe from a Conſciouſneſs in 
Inferiors, of their being ſo importantly uſeful to their 
Superiors. The Law and the Practice illuſtrate each 
other; for the whole Practice of a Revenue Officer 
(except that Part of making idle Days) groweth out 
of the Law. He will be therefore the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Officer, who beſt underſtandeth the Law; and 
will undoubtedly . feel the leaſt Difficulty, in the Ex- 
ecution of his Office. 

Commiſſioners of the Revenue thus qualified, will ex- 
ecute their great Truſt faithfully ; and will raiſe to 
themſelves Monuments of Honour and Renown, ne- 
ver to be defaced. 

But thoſe, who ſhall be appointed by an ambiti- 
ous, wicked Miniſter, to help forward his grand 
Scheme of Slavery and Arbitrary Power, will look 
upon an Oath of Office, but as a Door, to give them 
an Entrance into a Place of convenient Power and 
Profit; at whoſe Threſhold they will not trip, but 
boldly ep it over, as often as they ſhall have Occa- 
ſion; —who will forget all former Obligations to God, 
Country, Parents or Friends, that may ſtir up un- 
ſeaſonable Relentings, or Pricks of Conſcience, when 
they ſhall be commanded to trample upon Religion; 
to demoliſh Liberty; or to diſtreſs and ruin Benefac- 
tors whoſe Ambition, Avarice, or overſwoln 
Vanity, ſhall lead them into the moſt deſtructive 
22 with a Proſpect of being Sharers in their 

ruits, | 

When ſuch a Miniſter ſhall have furniſhed the Re- 
venue with ſuch Managers; the Publick Revenue 
will be, by them, conſidered as the Miniſter's Proper- 
ty, applicable to his Ends —_ Purpoſes, and effectu- 
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ally to ſecure his Power, they will then leave to In- 
feriors the natural Buſineſs of their Office, and be- 
come a Board of Elections. From that Inſtant, all 
Favours will be conferr'd; all Officers created; all 
Indulgences granted or refuſed ; all Judgments pro- 
nounced ; all Puniſhments remitted or inflicted ; and 
all Charges induced, by Eſtabliſhment or Incidents, 
as ſhall beſt ſerve to cſtabliſh an Influence in Elections 
for Parliament. 

All their Meetings wall be to conſult of Meaſures, 
to extend their Influence; to receive Accounts of 
the Succeſs of former Propoſals and Intrigues ; and to 
| diſpatch new Inſtructions. 

The Sufficiency of Officersin Revenue Matters, or 
their Power to do the Publick Service, will not be 
the Objects in their Nomination or Settlement. He 
who can bring over moſt Votes, where there ſhall be 
moſt Need of them, will have the greateſt Merit ; 
and he will be deemed moſt profitable to the Publick, 
who has moſt captivating Arts of ſeducing Men 
from their Duty. Complaints againft ſuch Officers 
for male Practices or Neglect of Duty, will be ſtifled ; 
and Superiore, originally deſigned to be Cheques, if they 
retain an Inclination, will not dare to repreſent them 
according totheir Works, leſt they may be repaid by 
Contempt and Abuſe of the Offenders ; or be preju- 
dicially removed, to eaſe the Favourites from loath- 
tome Spies. 

Where SMUGGEERS ſhall be ELECTORS, they 
will be favoured, 1f Merchants, they will be admit- 
ted to nominate Tide-waiters and Scale-porters. If 
Brewers, Exciſemen. They muſt not be affronted 
and offended, by neceſſary Searches; much leſs ruin- 
ed, by juſt Condemnations. Officers themſelves in 
ſuch Places will become Smugglers : For they will be 
of no other Ule, where Smugglers muſt be Favourites: 
of Officers; and fo an univerſal Scheme of Smug- 
gling will prevail. The honeſt Merchants will be 

Fl undone, 
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undone, by the Oppreſſion they ſhall receive, and 
the Encouragement that ſhall be given to Smugglers, 
to ſecure the Corporations where they reſide : And 
The King will be ſtript of his Revenue, to enlarge 
his Prerogative. | 

Exciſemen, perhaps juſt taken out of their Ho- 
nour's Liveries, and accuſtomed to hear the beſt Men 
of the Nation, contemptuouſly ſpoken of, will-ſtrip 
the neighbouring Barracks of their Guards, to affright 
Country Villages into Compliances ; and to inſult prin- 
cipalMen, .by entering their inmoſtChambers, under 
pretence of Informations ; and to make. them weary 
of their Habitations; and force them to depart, and 
to leave to the Revenue Tool, the Opportunity of 
acling like a French Intendant, and of executing the 
Edicts of his Superiors. 

In the Timeof Elections for Magiſtrates, or for Mem- 
bers of Parliament, the Marching of Revenue Offi- 
cers, under ſuch an Adminiſtration, would be as re- 
markable, as of Soldiers, at the Seaſon of changin 
Quarters; and if the grand Scheme ſhould take Ef- 
fect, it is probable there will be a Law, for their free 
Paſſage through the Turnpikes; and for free Quar- 
ters throughout the Kingdom, if the Succeſs of the 
Scheme did not put an End to all Elections. 

The private Expences of ſuch Officers Marches, 
and Countermarches, would be-defray'd under the 
Head of Incidents ; which would branch into a great 
Variety of curious Subdiviſions; unintelligible to any 
but the Contrivers of them. Salaries would grow as 
the Revenue decreaſed ; New Offices would be crea- 
ted, when and where there was leaſt need of them ; 
and other Offices would be unneceſſarily ſplit, to make 
more Room for Voters : Salaries would be annexed 
to the additional Offices, and increaſed for thoſe who 
moſt ſignalized themſelves in the Cauſe, againſt all 
Senſe and Decorum. | 


Even 
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xen the Charity- Fund would, by ſuch Governors, 
be proſtituted for ſecret Penſions. Travelling Meſ- 
ſengers would appear upon the Liſt as caſt riding Of- 
ficers; Agents at Elections, for worn · out Surveyors ; 
and broken Stewards for diſabled Collectors. And 
the moſt prying Eyes might be deceived, by transfer- 
ring them from Cuſtoms to Exciſe: Or, from one 
8 to another, far from their places of A- 

Whenever Ireland ſhall be curſed with a profligate 

Miniſter ; then moſt aſſuredly will her own Money 
be employed againſt her Liberty and Rights. But 
this cannot happen, whilſt we have ſuch a Parliament 
to repreſent, and ſuch a King to reareſs Grievances. 
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